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‘Photography helps blind share their feelmgs with others’

he room at Gallery 3 at the |

itrakaln Parishad in
Bangalore had echoes of a :

few voices While they var-

ted In frequencies, the com- |

maon feature in all of them was the pal-

The astonishment isnutwiﬂmuta.rea—

mmh:::-andmﬂ;upmlah&
tography for the blind, after reading
about a blind photographer in Paris.
This was the first ever effort of the

kind in India, though several visually
challenged persons are successful in
photegraphy and other visual arts -

across the world. The clsogen pietures

ondisplay were by nine visually chal- :
a!pimu-r of their immediate envi-

lenged individuals currently training

—

under Bhowmick i Mumbai
Bhowmick s;mlm!nLthrmniuf

Deccan Herald before the exhibition -
| was inaugurated and insisted his was
a serions effort to demonstrate the |
gahiﬂlsnfrhehl:h:dlomvkmalw |
pable disbelief which they found it : i
viewing the photographs on display | mwmnmhmrongf ;
- forts of a few individuals, is it pos-
- sible to conclude that the blind in
. generval can suceeed in visual aris?

Why not? This is proof that the

; blind can observe their surroundings -
i through their mental eye. They can
. do that even better when they start
§Ei:rmi:1gavisualpictmusingthelr
tmhhandhmmgmwm

sion, be it visual or any other, would |
| appeal to everyone when it comes ;

ﬁumnpu‘smsma:pgrieum’[’his

: ronment must have been a chal-

THE
INQUIRER

lenging task.
There is no standard method of
doing that. Nor can it be uniform. Be-

causa blindness in these individuals -
| differ in degree and happens at dif-
ferent points in fime in their life. For :
| instance, you can't expect a person, .
¢ who is tofally blind from birth to ua- :
. derstand the visual effect of colours.
: On the contrary, you can’t expect a
i whowurtsh:s?ﬂpercemmmtu
¢ get on with daily life to form a visnal
i picture mentally; he would obviously
{ make use of his residual vision to !

person,

I sat with all the nine students indi-

: vidunally understood the nature of
i their condition — for instance, if |
: their blindness is by birth or later — |
| and asked them to describe places fa- |
| miliar to them and the ones they had |
; recently visited. This would ghvemea |
fair idea of their ahility to visually :

i perceive things based on their touch :
andheaﬂngmluseﬂmﬂmw
i :rmm‘ iling to this?

' with the visual wordd and design
: Strategies around it.
Was there a ready acceptance for |
| | hmmmummmmn

ﬁmmkhigapmmgnphisr
: Moreover, the pictures are their expe-
. riences which they wish to share with
* the mainstream world. So, it dossn't
. matter if they don’t happen to under-
: one was inferested. After a sustafned |

. effort, one student was ready to learn.
: This number rose o nine in the last
: one year Once they participate in the |

. should inspire artists to take similar
¢ initiatives in different citics. When the
: visnally challenged individuzls seross
i ﬂlemﬁdm:enjwmaa:pmmuf
realise the blind con take photo- -

Though it is quite motivating fo

graphs, isn't there a sneaking feel-
ing that they still have the limita-

¢ wisually challenged in India.

fion of not secing and emfoying
their own work? How do you see

I'd asked them this precise gues-
tion, each time they return from a
shooting session. Most of them told
me that being part of such anexercise
was a thrill in itself As we sit togeth-

| er, analysing each of their pictures,
¢ they tell me that they are able to ap-

preciate the pictures even better

standi the exact visual impact of it
Do you think your efforts would
inspire others to work with the
Blind?
My wish is that the exhibition

creating a visual art, I feed such an op-
portunity must also be provided to the




