Through the
mind’s

An exhibition by
visually impaired
photographers
challenges both
artistic and
human
limitations

OME of the photographs are
out of focus; in others, the
compositions are rather
| weak. In one, the

pher’s hand blodnsd:esub-
jects. In fact, the entire exhibition looks
just a bit amateurish. That is, until you
realise thar each of the 28 frames was

clicked by a visually impaired person.
Recently on show at Delhi’s india
Habhitat Cenitre, ‘Beyond Sight' is an exh-
ihition of photographs taken by people
with varying degrees of visual impair-
num that range Ernm partial to mtnl

Whal

mnmewurldnithemljyuupaxud.
the exhibition also, subthy, pushes the
boundaries of what we consider to be
photography and questions its almost
inextricable Enk with the sense of sight.

‘Beyond Sight’ is a result of 38-year-
old Partho Bhowmik’s single-minded
dedication. “eall started when in 1994, 1
cameacmsslnaﬂﬁ:!enn the blind by

lished Parisian photc i

Evglanmr. hesays}nspnedbylm
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life and work, Bhowmik soon began an
e-mail conversation with Bavcar witich
made him determined to conduct a
photography workshop with visually
impaired people. He initiated the proc-
ess in end 2005 and after months of try-
ing, in January 2006, he finally found his
first student, 24-vear obd Mahesh Umr-
rania, who Jost his sight at an early age,
with the help of Victoria Memorial
School for the Blind, Mumbai.

Over the next few months, eight oth-
ers joined Bhowmik and Umnamam
their weekend photograp
The intensive one-on-one sessions
aimed at “triggering their visual think-
ing” says Bhowmik. “Acting as their
guide and sighted parmer made me
view my world in greater detail and exa-
mine it much more closely.” The year-
long workshops culminated in the ‘Bey-
ond Sight" exhibition, which first
showed in Mumbai in February.

Not bound by conventions of pho-
lngmphymr iarﬂmmann:an.dxenme

their memaories and cognitive abilities
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toclick pt hs th

their inner world to the rest of us. Those
‘wholost their vision lateron in life retain
visual memories and try and reconcile
them to the physical realities of the
world they inhabit. Umrrania’s image of
atree’s shadow and his self-portrait cap-
mme fd of mirmors d refk s
that are mow forever lost to him.

To those who retain partial vision,
the world appears blurry. So when Raju
Singh gets extremely close to his sub-
jects to see them clearly, he “makes nor-
mal sighted people see the abstractness
theywouldn'tsee otherwise." According
toBh ik, in ways, the
group to work with was these who were
born without sight. “The attempt here
was to create visual images using only
non-visual senses.” Rahul Shirsat cap-
tured the activity in his school Ehrary by
“hunting for the sounds and then lopk-
ing for the silence in all the noise.”

While making us aware of our extre-
me dependance on one sense, that of si-
ghtalone, these photographs are funsy,
deeply introspective and a testament to
the indomitable human spirit. o
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CLOCKWISE: A visitor ires the p on disp
lmmmmmmm lhlulﬂimt:wtmsﬂn ‘noise’
and “silence’ in the library of the Victoria Memorial School for the Blind;
R. Dharmarajan lyer, who lost his sight in his 30s, “followed the tapping
sounds made by the hands”™ to create a “virtual handshake between the
visible and the invisible world"

y at Delhi’s
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